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If you no longer wish to receive the Hawk Nest, you must unsubscribe.  Go to 
http://lists.district112.org/dotnetver/displaylists.aspx?lemail=quickadd&listname=CHSNEWS
LETTER and follow the instructions listed under:  To unsubscribe to this newsletter. 

 
News Items: 
The Hawk Nest is now on the CHS.District112.org website. Look under the parent link to access all CHS 
information. The Hawk Nest will be posted on the first school day of each month. You may subscribe to 
receive the Hawk Nest by e-mail at this site. 
http://lists.district112.org/dotnetver/displaylists.aspx?lemail=quickadd&listname=CHSNEWSLETTER. 
There will not be a CHS calendar this year. Please visit the school website at CHS.District112.org. Click on 
Our School, then Calendar for the on-line calendar or the building calendar. 

 
Mark Your Calendar: 

Date Event 

September 1 Freshman Link Crew Orientation, 8:00am-12:00 – Main Gym 
Welcome Orientation and Ice Cream Social: 

6:30-7:15 - Freshman & New Students 
7:15 - All Students 

September 7 1st Day of School  
September 8 Make-up Picture Day 
September 29 2 Hour Late Start - Students 

 
Principal News: 

Classes Begin Tuesday, September 7 
Wow, has it been hot out there.  Hopefully you have found ways to stay cool and have enjoyed your 
summer. 
 
The beginning of September means that school is just around the corner.  The Chaska High School staff 
and building are ready for students to arrive.  Hiring is finished.  The schedule is complete.  The building 
is clean.  Teachers have returned and are preparing for the first day of school on Tuesday, September 7.  
We are looking forward to an exciting year. 
 
Excellence.  Tradition.  Community.  These are the ideas we are using to identify Chaska High School as 
we start this new era in the district.  We have always been and will always be about achieving excellence 
in every way: academics, activities, arts, and athletics.  We will honor our traditions and history of 104 
years of faculty, staff, and graduating classes from Chaska High School while we build new traditions 
moving forward.  We will celebrate community…. our school community, the community of Chaska, and 
our broader communities as well. 

http://lists.district112.org/dotnetver/displaylists.aspx?lemail=quickadd&listname=CHSNEWSLETTER
http://lists.district112.org/dotnetver/displaylists.aspx?lemail=quickadd&listname=CHSNEWSLETTER
http://chs.district112.org/
http://lists.district112.org/dotnetver/displaylists.aspx?lemail=quickadd&listname=CHSNEWSLETTER
http://chs.district112.org/


 
2009-10 Year in Review:  A Celebration of Excellence 
Every year excellence happens at Chaska High School.  An incredible student body combined with an 
exceptional staff and amazing support from the community result in our students accomplishing great 
things.  Here are a few of the highlights….. 

 AP Program earns CHS a spot on Newsweek’s 2010 Top High Schools List 

 Chaska High School Recognized in US News and World Report 

 Three seniors named National Merit Commended Students 

 Two Chaska High School Students named National Merit Scholarship Semi-finalists 

 Conference Champs ς Volleyball 

 Adapted Soccer Competes at State 

 Seven Student-Athletes sign National Letters of Intent 

 Cross Country Sends Two Individuals to State 

 Science Bowl Wins State 

 Interact Club Sleeps Out to Raise Money for Haiti Victims 

 Jazz Dance Team Takes 5th at State 

 Wind Ensemble Performs at the Minnesota Music Educators Association Convention 

 Hawks Girls Basketball Team Takes 3rd at State Tournament 

 DECA Excels at State Winning 11 Gold, 14 Silver, and 12 Bronze Medals 

 NHS Sponsored CHS Blood Drive Collects over 100 Pints 

 Knowledge Bowl Team Finishes 5th in State 

 Chaska High is the Winner of the Fox 9 News “School Spirit of the Year Award”  

 Chaska High Science Bowl Team finishes among Top 12 in USA 

 Adaptive Softball Team Makes State 

 Class of 2010 Graduates 6 with Perfect 4.0 GPAs 

 Class of 2010 Graduates Take ACT in Higher Numbers (14% more than 2009) and Have an 
Average Composite Score of 23.7, Beating the State Average 

 In 2010, 890 AP Exams Were Taken by District 112 Students.  The Number of AP Exams Students 
Passed Increased 28% over 2009, 70% Over the Past 2 Years, and 120% in the Past Three Years. 

 
We are looking forward to building on the excellence and rich tradition at Chaska High School during the 
2010-11 school years. 
 
No Backpacks or Book Bags in Classes This Year 
Both Chaska High School and Chanhassen High School implemented a no backpack / book bag policy last 
year.  Lockers are provided for every student.  Here is the policy language and some of the rationale for 
the policy. 
 
Backpacks, book bags and any item intended to carry educational materials will be allowed on school 
campus to help transport materials to / from school.  Upon arriving at school, student should secure 
their backpacks / book bags in their lockers.  Backpacks and book bags will not be allowed in classrooms, 
media center, the commons, or computer labs during the school day.  Any unattended property will be 
subject to search and seizure.  Students are responsible for safeguarding their personal property.  Stolen 
property cannot be reimbursed by the school. 
 
Realizing that a large number of students will be shuttling between Chanhassen and Chaska High Schools 
to take classes and will not have access to lockers at both locations, Chaska High School will make 



allowance for visiting students to carry their backpacks to class. Teachers will make provisions for 
visiting students to leave their backpacks in a designated area in their classrooms. 
 
Why a backpack and book bag policy? 

 Backpacks contribute to space concerns in the classroom with larger class sizes.  

 Backpacks can lead to safety and security issues in the classroom with the bags in aisles and 
students bringing things they should not bring.  

 Backpacks and personal items are more secure in locked lockers than when sitting on floors in 
classrooms, lunchroom, etc.  This should reduce issues of theft.  

 Backpacks add to distractions in the classroom (zippers, pockets, items not related to class).  

 Elementary schools, middle schools, and the freshman center did not allow backpacks last year, 
so no backpacks at the high school aligns all the district schools.  

 Some concern about the weight of backpacks and related health risks for students.  Backpacks 
were already heavy and full on the 4-period day.  The 7-period day will mean more books and 
materials, so students would almost certainly need to use their locker anyway. 

 
Link Crew 
A special thanks to 40+ eleventh and twelfth grade students who are part of Link Crew.  Link Crew is a 
student mentorship program that connects eleventh and twelfth grade students with ninth grade 
students to help with the transition to school.  Link Crew leaders have participated in several days of 
training and assist with several activities including the ninth grade orientation morning, the New Student 
Orientation evening, and welcoming students to school on the first day.  Thanks Link Crew leaders for 
your energy and leadership. 

 
Did You Know?: 
Senior Pictures are Due October 20th 
The deadline for senior portrait submissions is 3pm on Wednesday, October 20th.  No late submissions 
will be accepted.  Please mail your photo c/o Yearbook Advisor to Chaska High School OR you may 
submit the photo digitally to CHSYearbook@district112.org .  Digital photos should be a TIFF (preferred) 
or JPEG file of at least 300 dpi.  Please see our website for complete requirements. 
 
You must fill out a new Free & Reduced Meals Application each year to maintain your eligibility for the 
program 
To determine if your student qualifies for free or reduced lunch, click on the link below for an 
application.  You may mail or drop the completed application off at the District 112 Food Service Office 
at 11 Peavey Road, Chaska, MN.  If you have questions or need help completing the form, please call 
District 112 Food Service at 952-556-6152.   

http://www.district112.org/fs_reduced.html 
 
All Students Who Need Bussing for 2010-11 Must Submit Form 
Please click below for the district bussing form. All students must fill out the top portion of this form, 
The second part of the form needs to be filled out only if your student will be picked up or dropped off 
at a different address other than the primary home address or for an additional address such as; shared 
custody. Please return all forms to our District Transportation Office, 11 Peavey Road, Chaska, MN 
55318 or fax to 952-556-6169. 
 http://media.district112.org/chs/HawkNest/busingform.pdf 

mailto:CHSYearbook@district112.org
http://www.district112.org/fs_reduced.html
file://District112.org/CHS/User/BrazilC/My%20Documents/Website%20Info/busingform.pdf


NCAA Course Requirements for Student Athletes have changed 
The rules regarding software-based credit recovery, virtual, online, independent study and 
correspondence courses have changed.  These types of courses, which are identified by the NCAA 
Eligibility Center as nontraditional courses, must meet new guidelines in order to be used for college-
bound student-athletes who are planning to attend an NCAA Division I college or university. 
 
What Are the Changes?   
Nontraditional courses must meet the following: 

1. Courses that are taught through distance learning, online, credit recovery, etc. need to be 
comparable in length, content and rigor to courses taught in a traditional classroom 
setting.  Students may not skip lessons or test out of modules.  The course must be four-year 
college preparatory.   

2. All courses must include ongoing access between the instructor and student, as well as regular 
interaction for purposes of teaching, evaluating and providing assistance.  This may include, for 
example, exchanging of e-mails between the student and teacher, feedback on assignments, 
and the opportunity for the teacher to engage the student in individual instruction.  

3. Any course taken must have a defined time period for completion.  For example, it should be 
clear whether the course is meant to be taken for an entire semester or during a more 
condensed time frame, such as six weeks, etc.  

4. Nontraditional courses should be clearly identified as such on the high school transcript.  
 

When Does this Rule Take Effect?  
The rule applies to courses completed on or after August 1, 2010, for students first entering an NCAA 
Division I college or university on or after August 1, 2010.  Nontraditional courses completed prior to 
August 1, 2010, will be reviewed under current NCAA standards. 
 
It is important to remember that all courses need to be rigorous, four-year college preparatory in 
nature.  Students should be encouraged to take courses that are quantitatively and qualitatively the 
same as courses offered through traditional means, and to take courses that will prepare them for the 
academic rigors they will face at a four-year college or university. 
 
To read more about this new rule, go to www.eligibilitycenter.org and click the "High Schools Enter 
Here" link, then the "Resources" page and read the documents related to online/virtual/credit recovery 
courses. 
 
Target Donates Money to CHS through the Take Charge of Education Program 
Target stores provide an excellent way for parents, students, staff and community members to support 
Chaska High School.  The Take Charge of Education program donates up to 1% of purchases made using 
the REDcard to eligible schools designated by Target guests. 
 
Chaska High School has received over $100,000 through this program since 1997.  Chaska High School is 
very grateful to Target and the guests who designated our school.  If you are not a part of the REDcard 
program and are interested, here is how to get involved: 

 Visit www.target.com/tcoe 

 Stop by the kiosk in your favorite Target store 

 Call 1-800-316-6142 

 Designate Chaska High School (ID: 64336) as your school of choice 
 

http://tracking.ncaa.org/t/12486922/359610177/52744204/0/?c4e129f6=SFMgTmV3c2xldHRlciA1LzI0LzIwMTAgMTA6NTM6NDMgQU0%3d&x=9d195eea
http://www.target.com/tcoe


It does not cost cardholders anything to sign up for the program.  Thank you for supporting Chaska High 
School! 
 
Transcripts Using Docufide  
Our high schools’ have joined forces with Docufide™ to bring you Secure Transcript™-- the safe, 
paperless way to send transcripts directly to the colleges you choose. It’s easy, it’s secure, and it’s 
available 24/7. Docufide™ will send out official transcripts, to the colleges and scholarship funds you 
choose. All public universities in Minnesota and Wisconsin are able to receive transcripts electronically 
along with many other out of state public and private colleges. Docufide™ sends a paper copy to 
colleges not able to receive an electronic transcript. Secure Transcript™ makes applying to college a little 
easier—for the school, for colleges and for you. 
 
Request to Exclude Student Directory Information  
By law, District 112 is required to release Student Directory Information to those who request it. 
Directory information is that information on a student that would not generally be considered harmful 
or an invasion of privacy if disclosed. Directory information is considered public information. One of the 
purposes of directory information is to allow the School District to include the following types of 
information about the student in official school publications, including, but not limited to, the yearbook, 
the student newspaper, graduation programs, honor roll or other recognition lists, sports programs, and 
drama playbills.  
 
If you wish to exclude your student’s directory information from any published lists available to the 
public, a form must be completed and returned to the school office. The exclusion will become effective 
within five business days upon the school’s receipt of this completed form. The exclusion will be in effect 
for the remainder of the current school year. The Exclusion Request form must be completed (renewed) 
each school year. 

 
Notes from the Career Resource Center: 
The following are the 2010-11 ACT Test dates:  
 
Test Date    Registration Deadline 
September 11, 2010*   August 6, 2010 
October 23, 2010*  September 17, 2010 
December 11, 2010*   November 5, 2010 
February 12, 2011   January 7, 2011 
April 9, 2011*    March 4, 2011 
June 11, 2011    May 6, 2011 
*indicates dates that Chaska High School is a test center 
 
For complete information including registration deadlines, visit the ACT website at www.actstudent.org. 
You may select CHS as your first choice test site for applicable dates when you register online by putting 
in the CHS test center code which is 173160. To authorize ACT to release your test scores to CHS, you 
will need to provide our high school code which is 240423. You can also register by mail. Registration 
packets are available in the Career Resource Center.  
 
We highly recommend that juniors take the ACT at least once in the spring of their junior year. The ACT 

http://www.actstudent.org/


also has an optional Writing test, and because colleges like the U of MN Twin Cities and Duluth require it, 
we also encourage juniors to take the Writing test at least once.  
 
PSAT Information for Juniors and other students who wish to test: 

The PSAT will be taken on Wednesday, October 13, 2010 starting at 8:10am. 

PSAT Registration will begin Monday, September 13, in the Career Resource Center.  Priority registration 
ends September 20 for a cost of $13 (checks preferred, made out to “Chaska High School”).  The fee will 
be $14 for late registration from September 21 to October 1. 

The Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) is a standardized test 
that provides practice for college entrance tests.  It also gives juniors a chance to enter the National 
Merit Scholarship programs and gain access to college and career planning tools.  The PSAT measures 
critical reading skills, math problem-solving skills, and writing skills – the test does not require students 
to recall specific facts from their classes.  Please contact your counselor or the Career Resource Center if 
you have any questions. 

 
Notes from the Athletic Office: 
/Ƙŀǎƪŀ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ IƻƳŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛǎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нпth! 

 Coronation is Monday, September 20th, 6:30pm at Chaska City Square 

 Parade is Friday, September 24th, 4:00pm in downtown Chaska 

 Football game is Friday, September 24th vs. New Prague 
 
New Registration Procedures for Athletics  

REGISTRATION CHECKLIST – “NEW” 
New this year - a checklist has been developed to outline the change in procedures for the upcoming 
2010-11 school year.  ALL athletes must receive clearance from the Athletic Department (granting 
eligibility prior to the MSHSL mandated start date). Absolutely no athlete can participate or try out for 
a sport without being cleared by the Athletic Office.  

CLEARANCE CARD –“NEW”  
New this year – to streamline student registration the Activities Office will issue Ψ/ƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ /ŀǊŘǎΩ to 
students after registration. These cards are to be handed to the coach/advisor signifying that the 
registration process within the Activities Office is complete.  “Newέ this year – late forms will result in 
non-participation for 24 hours.   

It is recommended all coaches encourage their players to fill out registration forms at least two (2) 
weeks prior to the start of the season.  

 
Message from the Licensed Drug & Alcohol Counselor 

Any good gardener knows that growing beautiful flowers or delicious fruits and vegetables requires a lot 
of time, hard work, water, fertilizers, and careful pruning.  We cannot simply plant something and 
expect to reap the benefits.  Seeds that flourish require a rich soil and a watchful eye.  This applies to 
our children as well. 



 
 The new academic year brings lots of excitement, fun, and growth.  However, underneath all the 
newness may be some anxiety, fear, or stress. Perhaps now is a good time to teach our children how to 
"prune" some of their commitments to establish a healthy balance given the demands on their time as 
the new school year unfolds. Intellectual work is tiring. Neurologists have reported that sleep is essential 
in helping the mind consolidate and organize information. 
 
A good discussion may start by having your child/children ask themselves, "How much of my attention 
and energy should I commit to school and how much should I keep for me?"  With their demanding 
academic, athletic and social schedules, and possibly a job, children require some quiet time alone for 
reflection and rest. We may also want them to have some quality family and church/worship time. 
 
Yes, we want well-rounded, involved children who are balanced with individual, family, school, and 
other responsibilities. We also want them healthy in mind, body, and spirit. We wish you well in the 
upcoming year and please know that our school stands ready with multiple resources to assist you 
during the school year. 
 
Dorothy Clark-Miles, MS 
Licensed Drug & Alcohol Counselor 

 
The High School Years: 
The High School Years is a monthly publication whose purpose is to promote student success in school, 
encourage parent involvement and also includes parenting tips.  The June issue focuses on teen 
challenges and includes information on the following topics: 

 Getting Organized 

 Team up With Teachers 

 Letting Go 

 Online Safety 

 Encouraging Good Attendance 

June Issue (English) 
June Issue (Spanish) 

 

Notes from the Senior Party Committee: 

Attention All 2011 Senior Parents.  
Please plan to join us on Wednesday, September 15th at 7:00 pm in the Chaska High School Blue House 
Forum to kick off the planning for the 2011 All Night Senior Parties for this year’s senior classes.  This all 
night lock-in event following the graduation ceremony is hosted entirely by the Senior Parents to 
provide a last blast complete with food, games, prizes and entertainment for the Senior class in a safe, 
secure environment.  We need lots of parents to volunteer their time and talents to make this a 
memorable night for our Seniors.  Since this is the first year the district will have two senior classes, we 
invite parents of both Chaska and Chanhassen High Schools to attend and learn about the various 
committees and functions to put on this exciting night.  It may seem like a long way off, but time will tick 
by quickly.  Get involved early and enjoy the fun of planning this much anticipated event. 

 

http://media.district112.org/chs/HawkNest/HighSchoolYearsSept10English.pdf
http://media.district112.org/chs/HawkNest/HighSchoolYearsSept10Spanish.pdf


Hawk Pride: 
Special Thanks to Parent Lynne Wyre 
Lynne spent countless hours weeding, planting and beautifying the CHS grounds.  Thanks, Lynne for your 
efforts and dedication to Chaska High School! 
 
!t tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 9ŀǊƴǎ /I{ ŀ {Ǉƻǘ hƴ bŜǿǎǿŜŜƪΩǎ нлмл ¢ƻǇ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ [ƛǎǘ 
Chaska High School made the list of 1600 top American high schools in 2010 as ranked by Newsweek 
magazine. Only six percent of all of the U.S. public schools made the list. The magazine picks the schools 
“based on how hard school staffs work to challenge students with advanced placement college-level 
courses and tests.”  
 
The selection marks the first time Chaska High has been selected for the yearly honor. Twenty-eight 
Minnesota high schools made the list in 2010.  
 
One of the School Board’s continuing goals has been to increase the number of high school students 
enrolling in Advanced Placement classes and taking the year-end exams. Advanced Placement classes 
are college-level courses taught by teachers trained to present the challenging coursework. Students 
may choose to take exams in the spring and, if successful, can earn college credit.  
 
In 2005, 261 tests were taken by Chaska High students. In 2010, 890 District 112 high school students 
took AP exams. The number of AP exams District 112 students passed increased 28 percent over last 
year and by 120% over the past three years.  
 
“The increase in the number of CHS students enrolling in Advanced Placement classes coupled with the 
rising number of students taking the year-end exams relates directly to the recognition the Newsweek 
list brings to our school,” said Principal David Brecht. “One of the primary goals of the redesign of our 
secondary program was to increase rigor in our classroom and better prepare our students for post-
secondary programs. Increased enrollment in AP classes and more students earning passing scores are 
indications that we are on the right track.”  
 
Click here for article: http://www.newsweek.com/feature/americas-best-high-schools.html 
 
Class of 2010 Graduates Six Students with Perfect 4.0 GPAs  
Congratulations to six seniors graduating with a perfect 4.0 GPA:  Alexander Cook; Elsa Kendall; Hanna 
Mihalko; Andre Scarlato; Justin Van Sambeek; and Laura Windmuller.  
 
Adaptive Softball Team Makes State  
Congratulations to the Chaska-Chan-Prior Lake-Shakopee Adaptive Softball team on advancing to the 
State Tournament. 
 
Teacher, Jamie Crannell Appeared on a Panel Discussing Appropriate Education Standards for 
aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ  
Science teacher Jamie Crannell appeared on a panel discussing appropriate education standards for 
Minnesota’s students.  Jamie and Alice Seagren, Commissioner of Education, were interviewed on MPR. 
Here is a link to the program:  http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2010/06/03/midday2/ 
 

http://www.newsweek.com/feature/americas-best-high-schools.html
http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2010/06/03/midday2/


Pre-Engineering Program Re-Certified by Project Lead the Way  
Our pre-engineering program, Project Lead the Way, has been re-certified at Chaska High.  This is a 
rigorous certification process conducted by the state’s Project Lead the Way coordinator. Securing the 
certification means that our students can take exams to earn college credit while still in high school. 
Chaska High has had this certification for several years. 
 
3 Theater Students to be Recognized at the SpotLight Musical Theatre Honors Program  
Theater students at Chaska High will be recognized in June at the SpotLight Musical Theatre Honors 
Program for their work on musical productions this school year. Congratulations to these talented 
students: The Mystery of Edwin Drood: Conner Howe for Outstanding Performance in a Leading Role; 
Andrew Brady and Megan O’Connor, Honorable Mention in a Leading Role; the entire Cast for 
Outstanding Achievement in Dance. 
 
Teacher, Cheryl Boe Recognized as a 2010 Teacher of Excellence by BestPrep  
Congratulations to Chaska High business education teacher Cheryl Boe! She was selected as a 2010 
Teacher of Excellence by BestPrep, a non-profit group offering support to teach students about business, 
careers, and financial literacy. 
 
Hawks Runner Sets State Record  
Congratulations to Kayla Urick who won 2 first place awards at the Lake Conference Track Meet last 
spring:  
 
1st place in the one mile Time 5:00 Minutes (State record)  
1st place in the two mile Time 11:02 Minutes 

 
Contact Us: 

Chaska High School 
David Brecht, Principal 
Kathy Fontes, Asst Principal 
Troy Stein, Asst Principal/Athletics                                           

 
545 Pioneer Trail 
Chaska, MN 55318 
(952)556-7100 Phone 
(952)556-7109 Fax 
CHS.District112.org   

Excellence.  Tradition.  Community. 

 

http://chs.district112.org/chs112/contact_us
http://chs.district112.org/

