
assessments.  Parents wishing to 

see how their child(ren) 

performed on state assessments 

can view data online through the 

Skyward student information 

system. 

 

Every two years school districts 

must report on their testing 

program.  The 2010-2011 report 

includes this information.  

Included are a list of the tests 

administered, the grades in which 

they are administered and how 

the tests are used. 

 

Additional information about our 

school district can be viewed on 

the Minnesota Department of 

Educationôs website at 

education.state.mn.us/

ReportCard2005/index.do. 

By law, Minnesota school 

districts are annually required to 

publish a report on curriculum, 

instruction and student 

achievement.  This report 

provides the general public with 

information on how well our 

students are performing on state 

assessments, our curriculum 

review process and improvement 

goals. 

 

The Detroit Lakes School District 

has a four year curriculum review 

cycle.   All subject areas are part 

of this cycle.  During the four 

years, teachers and administrators 

analyze student achievement 

performance related to the stateôs 

academic standards to identify 

curriculum strengths and areas of 

concern.  State standards are 

placed at appropriate grade levels 

with a scope and sequence 

process.  Curriculum materials 

are reviewed and when necessary 

updated.  This report includes the  

curriculum review cycle and 

updates on curriculum activities. 

As part of  state mandates and 

federal No Child Left Behind 

(NCLB) requirements students 

are tested at several points 

throughout their elementary, 

middle school and high school 

years.  This report provides 

summary data on student 

performance on these 

Each year schools districts are to 

report progress that has been 

made in achieving prior year 

improvement goals. 

     For the 2010-2011 school year  

Detroit Lakes had six established 

district goals. 

Goal 1:  Identify and evaluate 

screening tools/course 

assessments. 

Work was begun on the 

development of common 

formative and summative 

assessments aligned to standards 

and benchmarks. 

 

Goal 2:  Train staff to use 

differentiated instruction/layered 

curriculum and classroom 

interventions. 

Nationally known presenter 

Austin Buffum worked with K-

12 teachers. 

Goal 3:  Effectively use data to 

make and monitor decisions and 

evaluate quality of instructional 

interventions. 

Data analyst from NWEA 

worked with several teachers in 

using MAP test data for 

instructional planning. 

(continued on page 6 ) 
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Detroit Lakes Public 
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environment where 
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valued, educational 

excellence is expected, 

and improvement is 

continuous. 
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Essential Learner Outcomes 

Scope and Sequence 

Curriculum 
Curriculum is the ñwhatò 

in the educational process.  It is 

the content of each class.  It is 

important that curriculum is 

aligned to both state and 

national standards and follows 

ñbest practicesò in each subject 

area.  As such, the Detroit 

Lakes Schools have developed 

a formal curriculum review and 

revision process.  This four 

year cycle sets forth specific 

tasks each year in which 

curriculum is reviewed and 

revised.    

As part of the cycle, 

instructional materials are 

reviewed  and selected  to 

match established curriculum.  

Detailed curriculum maps are 

developed that guide 

instruction over the course of 

the school year.  Curriculum 

maps will also provide parents 

and students with a clear 

understanding of what students 

will be expected to know or be 

able to do upon completion of 

any grade or course. 

During the 2010-2011 

school year the structure of our 

curriculum cycle was reviewed 

and revised.  At the present 

time detailed curriculum maps 

have not been completed for all 

subject areas.  As each subject 

goes through the four year 

cycle these maps will be 

produced. 

During the 2010-2011 

school  year curriculum work 

was done in all subject areas.  

The District has set a goal of 

completing curriculum maps 

for all grade levels and courses 

in all subject areas by May 1, 

2012.  All curriculum maps 

will go through a formal 

approval process. 

Curriculum maps are 

comprised of a scope and 

sequence of standards taught, a 

set of Essential Learner 

Outcomes and where available 

state test specifications. 

certain grade level/course, and 

then given more thorough 

instruction and assessment at a 

different grade level. 

Scope and sequence 

documents provide a visual 

description of where standards 

and benchmarks are introduced 

and assessed. 

By establishing a scope 

and sequence of curriculum 

standards and benchmarks the 

Scope and sequence 

documents are being 

created in all subject 

areas.  While the state 

assigns learning 

standards and 

benchmarks to 

specific grade levels, 

many of these are 

taught in multiple 

years and courses.  

Some standards may 

be introduced at a 

District is able to insure that 

there are not gaps in learning 

and that important learning 

standards are not overlooked in 

the instructional process.  

While each course/grade level 

has a scope and sequence 

document for every subject the 

District also maintains a K-12 

scope and sequence document 

the visually illustrates the 

complete curriculum for each 

subject area. 

To insure that the most 

important standards and 

benchmarks are taught and 

assessed the Detroit Lakes 

Schools curriculum process 

includes documented Essential 

Learner Outcomes for all grade 

levels and courses in all subject 

areas.  These Essential Learner 

Outcomes are identified as the 

most important learning 

standards for the course/grade 

level.  All Essential Learner 

Outcomes are assessed and 

when necessary retaught to 

students not performing at an 

acceptable level. 

In the future, as part of the 

curriculum development 

process, common assessments 

will be developed for all 

Essential Learner Outcomes.  

This means that when the same 

subject course/grade level is 

taught by multiple teachers the 

assessment used for an 

Essential Learner Outcome will 

be the same in all classes. 

Curriculum in the Detroit 

Lakes Schools is aligned to 

Minnesota learning standards 

and benchmarks.  The 

Minnesota Department of 

Education has adopted learning 

standards in most but not all 

subject areas.  These standards 

have been assigned to different 

grades levels.  At many grade 

levels there is large number of 

standards and benchmarks.  

Some of these are more 

important than others. 
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Like all Minnesota school 

districts, Detroit Lakes Schools is 

required to administer several state 

assessments each year.  Students in 

grades three through eight take the 

Minnesota Comprehensive 

Assessment (MCA) in reading and 

math.  Students in grade ten take the 

MCA in reading which also serves 

as the Graduation  Required 

Assessment for Diploma (GRAD) 

reading test.  Students in grade 

eleven take the MCA in math which 

also serves as the GRAD math test.  

All of these tests are administered in 

the spring of each school year.  

Grade nine students take the GRAD 

writing assessment.  Students in 

grade five, eight and ten take the 

MCA science assessment. 

MCA tests fulfill testing 

requirements set forth by federal No 

Child Left Behind (NCLB) 

requirements which assess student 

proficiency in math and reading.  

MCA results determine whether 

districts and schools are making 

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). 

Test results are used in various 

ways.  They provide parents with 

information on how well their 

children are performing in the areas 

of math and reading.  Results also 

provide comparisons between 

schools and school districts. 

2011 MCA Math and Reading Data 

Teachers use 

assessment data to help 

guide instruction.  The 

school district uses 

assessment data  to analyze 

curriculum strengths and 

areas of concern. 

This report provides 

summary assessment 

results from the 2011 MCA 

and GRAD tests.  Parents 

wishing to see their 

childrenôs results can 

access the information 

through the Skyward 

student information 

system. 

state standards.   

The following charts illustrate 

student proficiency percentages for 

Detroit Lakes students as compared 

to the state averages.  Proficiency is 

defined as test scores that meet or 

exceed state standards in the subject 

On the MCA math and reading 

tests students do not receive a pass or 

failing grade.  A studentôs test score 

places them into one four categories 

which are not meeting state standards, 

partially meeting state standards, 

meeting state standards or exceeding 

area. 

 For most grade levels Detroit 

Lakes students are scoring at or 

above the state averages. 
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Reading/English/Language Arts 
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2011 MCA Math and Reading Data 
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GRAD Reading, Writing and Math 

Data 

P A G E  5 

The 2010-2011 school year 

marked the fourth year of 

Graduation Required Assessment 

for Diploma (GRAD) tests have 

been administered.  The class of 

2010 was the first class to graduate 

under full GRAD requirements.  As 

implied by the test name passage of 

these is a graduation requirement 

for students ( with the exception of 

math).  GRAD writing is first taken 

in grade nine, GRAD reading in 

grade ten and GRAD math in grade 

eleven.  Students who do not 

receive a passing score are offered 

remediation and then must retake 

the test.   

The 2009 Minnesota 

legislature modified the math 

GRAD requirement for two years.  

Student who do not pass the 

original GRAD math test and two 

retakes may still graduate if they 

meet all of the districtôs credit 

requirements for math. 

The 2008-2009 school year 

was first time the GRAD math test 

was administered.  The GRAD 

reading was first administered in 

2007-2008 and the GRAD writing 

was first administered in 2006-

2007. 

The charts below illustrate 

how Detroit Lakes students have 

performed as compared to state 

averages.  The charts show the 

percentage of students who passed 

the GRAD tests on their first 

attempts.   
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Assessment Plan 
Every two years  the 

Annual Report on Curriculum, 

Instruction and Student 

Achievement must publish a 

list of assessments that are 

offered by the district, in what 

grades they are assessed and 

the purpose of the assessment. 

Below is a list of the 

current assessments being 

offered by the district.  While 

the district requires that all 

students at particular grade 

levels take certain tests, others 

are not.  State assessment tests 

such as the MCA and GRAD 

tests are administered to all 

students at the particular grade 

level offered. 

The Measurement of 

Academic Progress (MAP) 

tests are used to measure 

studentôs academic growth 

from fall to spring and from 

one year to the next.  Teachers 

use this data to plan instruction 

at studentsô performance level. 

Tests such as EXPLORE 

and ASVAB are given to 

students to help with career 

planning.   

Parents can access their 

child(ren)ôs results on tests 

such as MCA, GRAD and 

MAP through the Skyward 

student information system. 
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                    Student Assessments Offered 
Grades                Test Name                             Purpose  
K,1,2 Developmental Reading Assessment Determine Growth & Title 1 

K,1,2 Hearing and Recording Sounds  Determine Growth & Title 1 

K,1,2 High Frequency Words   Determine Growth & Title 1 

K,1 Letter/Sound ID    Determine Growth & Title 1 

K-10 Measures of Academic Progress  Determine Growth & Title 1 

 (Math, Reading, & Language Usage) 

3-5 Scholastic Oral Assessment  Determine Growth & Title 1 

3-6 QRI     Determine Growth & Title 1 

3-11 Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment Adequate Yearly Progress 

   (Math, Reading, & Writing) 

8  EXPLORE    Career Planning 

8 NAEP     Math, reading and writing 

8+ GRAD     Graduation 

10  Accuplacer                    Course Selection/Remediation 

10-11 ASVAB     Career Planning 

11 ACT     College Entrance 

Progress on Previous Yearôs Goals (continued from page 1) 

Goal 5:  Establish process to 

align and evaluate resources to 

RtI needs. 

A majority of professional 

development resources were 

appropriated for the 

implementation of new 

curriculum review cycle.  All 

subject areas worked on the 

development of scope & 

sequence documents as well 

Essential Learing Outcome 

Goal 4:  Develop Professional 

Learning Communities (PLC) 

for the purpose of 

implementing essential 

components of R�WI. 

PLCôs were established in all 

schools.  Several teachers in 

the District attended a three 

day PLC training workshop in 

Minneapolis.  PLC time was 

provided to staff on some 

inservice days. 

documents throughout the 

school year. 

Goal 6:  Research and 

implement positive behavior 

intervention system with 

appropriate staff training. 

Staff from the high school, the 

area learning center and 

Rossman elementary were 

trained in Positive Behavioral 

Interventions and Supports 

system. 


